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Testing 
By Margaret S. Fellows 
Job 23:10 
EWE KNOWETH the way that I 


take” 
Over paths that are blind to mine eye, 
And I know He will never forsake 
But will lovingly guide from on 
high ... 


He sends to me test after test 

To burn out the chaff and the dross, 
That He may reveal what is best 

In the soul He has rescued from 


Now I look through a glass that is dark, 
But some day, thank God, I shall see 
That each fiery trial’s deep mark 
Is His seal of approval in me! 


The True Source of Good Cheer 


Life holds so much tragedy and sad- 
hess that every wholesome effort to 
lighten its burdens is welcome. One day 
this spring the Editor saw a group of 

young girls who were handing 

out small yellow cards to passers-by in 
the center of Philadelphia. He, too, was 
@ card and was pleasantly sur- 
Prised by what he read. This was on 
One side: “A word of kindness every 
tay will ease someone’s burden along 


the way. THINK — Did you say a cheer- 


ful word to someone today? Cheerful 
words make cheerful homes.” And this 
was printed on the other side: “Please 


display this card where it will be read 
every day. The sponsors of The Cheer- 
ful Club hope they may bring some 
happiness or act of kindness into the 
lives of others throuch the use of the 
message it carries. If you are interested 
in promoting kindness in this way and 
will distribute these cards to your friends 
or employees you may have a supply of 
them free by mailing your request to 
The Cheerful Club...” Now the dis- 
tribution of these little cards was like 
a shaft of sunlight coming down through 
the clouds on the busy streets and one 
can only commend the kindly feeling 
behind them. But the word “think” was 
printed in large black letters, and the 
more one does of that in this world the 
more he realizes that merely cheerful 
words are not enough to lift its weight 
of woe. For “the whole creation groan- 
eth and travaileth in pain together” be- 


“ 


cause of sin, which has polluted all the 
springs of life. But there was One whic 
came to this earth long ago and who 
had a perfect right to tell men to be of 
good cheer, for He Himself had the 
power to bring healing to the sick and 
life to the dead, and He was to deal 
with man’s worst problem on the cross, 
To the palsied man he said, “Son, be of 
good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee” 
(Matt, 9:2). Here is the true Good 
News! To the disciples struggling on 
the stormy sea at night He said, “Be 
of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid” 
(Matt. 14:27). And to all who love and 
trust Him He says, “These things I have 
spoken unto you, that in me ye might 
have peace. In the world ye shall have 
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world” (John 16:33). So 
let us indeed speak words of kindness 
and cheer to this troubled world, but 
“let your speech be alway with grace, 
seasoned with salt, that ye may know 
how ye ought to answer every man” 
(Col. 4:6). 


* 


Why Do We Need Revival? 


Substance of a message by Dr. J. C. Macaulay in the Wheaton Bible 
Church on Sunday morning, February 12, in the midst of the Wheaton 
revival, 


that it is with fear and trembling 
that I stand before you today. Such 
workings of God as we have seen are 
no light matter. They probe the very 
depths of one’s soul. They place upon 
a minister of Christ a responsibility that 
one feels is almost too much to bear, 
and were it not that we could assuredly 
say with the apostle, “Our sufficiency is 
of God,” we would utterly refuse the 
task of standing here today. 
There can be no doubt that we are in 


I THINK you will appreciate the fact 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Unto you first God, having 
raised up his Son Jesus, sent him 
to bless you, in turning away every 
one of you from his iniquities” 
(Acts 3:26). 




















the midst of revival. But the first thing 
I want to say is that there ought to be 
no such thing. That there must be re- 
vivals, and that there are revivals, is a 
terrible indictment of the people of God. 
If we lived as we ought to live; there 
never would be need for a revival. 
Rather, there would be steady advance 
—a steady growth in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, a steady going on toward 
perfection, ‘a steady process of sanc- 
tification. There would indeed be crises 
of advance, but there should never be 
any need for a crisis of recovery from 
the backslidden state. So, beloved, in- 
stead of glorying in “our revival,” and 
instead of yielding to the temptation per- 
haps to be a little bit proud that the 
news of this revival is going all over 
the world, we should be humbled to the 
very dust. Revival is indeed a thing to 
be thankful for. It is God’s most gra- 
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cious answer to the need of His people, 


but it is a provision that certainly must . 


empty us of pride. 

What have we been discovering this 
past week? We have been discovering 
that God’s people, many of us, instead 
of living day by day in such close com- 
munion with our Lord that the least en- 
trance of sin would immediately be dis- 
cerned and judged and confessed and 
put away, have been walking carelessly 
—so carelessly that an accumulation of 
sin has been allowed to heap up in our 
lives, till in many cases there was re- 
quired, not only confession to God in the 
secret place and acknowledgments to 
those whom we had wronged, but also 
a public confession, because our ac- 
cumulated sin had become a scandal to 
the testimony of Jesus Christ. We in- 
deed have rejoiced in the grace that has 
been given to many of these dear young 
people to stand up and unburden their 
hearts before their fellow students, before 
their teachers, and before any others who 
might be present. But we should real- 
ize that the situation which called forth 
all that is serious. Indeed, if God did 
not give the gracious answer of revival 
to such situations, He would have to 
write a deep, dark, abiding “Ichabod” 
over our lives and over His church. 
Ichabod — “the glory hath departed.” 
But because of the infinite grace of God, 
He stoops down to us in these times of 
our backsliding, when we have so be- 
trayed His cause with our repeated and 
accumulated and unconfessed and unre- 
pented-of sins, and does a deep work of 
searching, to bring to light these hidden 
things of darkness and to stir in our 
hearts a godly sorrow for the way we 
have acted toward Him and toward His 
testimony. He graciously restores us, and, 
oh, what sweetness, what joy, what 
peace are in that restoration ! 

What is the cause of our living so 
carelessly that there is this accumulation 
of sin requiring such drastic action by 
the Lord? Basically, it is a lack of love 
for the Lord Jesus Christ. That is the 
root of it all. And how does that lack 
of love operate? It operates in this way, 
that in all our activities we do not seek 
first to please Him. We are content to 
please ourselves. For instance, in the 
matter of dress: a Christian girl goes 
to buy a new outfit. It does not occur 
to her to ask the Lord Jesus to help her 
to buy what would please Him, but her 
whole thought is to buy an outfit that 
will make her look more glamorous. If 
the thought does strike her, she is afraid 
to entertain it, lest she would have to 
buy something drab. As if the Lord 
Jesus were drab! And as if the taste 
of the Lord Jesus were drab! Why, the 
Lord Jesus is the greatest of all artists. 
And, believe me, one dressed to please 
the Lord Jesus will look a heap better 
than one bearing the marks of Broadway 
or Hollywood. 

So it is in matters of business. In the 
rush and tear of this world of affairs, 
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we have forgotten to stop and ask con- 
cerning a transaction, “Will this please 
Him?” — or, “Am I carrying through this 
deal in a manner that commands His 
smile?” Is it not true that rather we 
study what will bring in a few more dol- 
lars, or what will give us some advance- 
ment in the business world, without 
much thought of what might please 
Him? 

It is also true in our conversation. 
We do not set as a sentry over our lips, 
“What will be pleasing to the ears of my 
Lord?” Too often we gauge our conver- 
sation according to what will tickle the 
fancy of the company present, what will 
tend to advance us in the estimation of 
those around, or what will produce a 
laugh, even though it may hurt some- 
body. So we become glib, light, 
thoughtless in our conversation, pleas- 
ing ourselves and not Him. 

The revived Christian has learned that 
self is not the person to be pleased, that 
self is to be crucified as a worthless 
thing. The revived Christian has turned 
his back upon self and has his face up- 
ward to his Lord. The revived Chris- 
tian has adopted as the purposeful motto 
of his life (not a motto to -be placed 
upon the wall but a motto to be written 
into the fleshy tables of the heart): “I 
have set the Lord always before me” 
(Psa. 16:8). The Lord before me! Be- 
loved, that is the very essence of revival. 
That is the place to which the Lord 
graciously draws us back when He re- 
vives us. 

Many have found that place again 
these past days and are rejoicing in it. 
But, I say to you, stand there. Why 
should we need a revival every year, 
or every seven years, or every ten years? 
For some say that revivals go in cycles 


(Continued on page 469) 





Coming Next Week 
HAT Christian believer has 





not looked forward with 
longing to that glorious day when 
he will “see the king in his 
beauty”? But not all believers 


realize that they may have the 
King’s beauty in their daily lives 
and that others may see His 
beauty reflected in them, day by 
day. Dr. Merrill F, Unger, Pro- 
fessor of Semitics and Old Testa- 
ment, Dallas Theological Semi- 
nary, tells how God makes this 
possible in his article, “The Beauty 
of the Lord Our God Upon Us,” 
which will be published in next 
week’s Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs. 
Next. week’s Trues will also 
carry an article appropriate to 
Father’s Day by Norma R. Ellis, 
“A Father Worthy of His Name”; 
and the second and concluding in- 
stallment of “Did Peter Ever Visit 
Rome?” by Dr. J. B. Rowell. 
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Notes on Open Letters 
What Jewish Tribes Are 


Now in Palestine? 


Referring to your article in Tuer Spy. 
DAY ScHOOL Times for January 28, 19% 
page 70, “When Did Israel Boones a 

ation?” 


You speak of the rejoicing amo 
the Jews at the time the nation 
Israel was formed. The twelve tribes 
of the children of Abraham were dj. 
vided into the kingdom of Israel ang 
the kingdom of Judah. 


Can you tell me the names of the 
tribes now in Palestine? If they are 
of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
why was the new state given the name 
of Israel?—A Minnesota reader, 

Dr. A. J. Kligerman, a Hebrew Chris. 
tian who is in charge of Jewish Evan. 
gelism under the Board of National Mis. 
sions of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A., replies to this letter as follows: 

“T. Israel has always been a nation 
ever since God called Abraham out to 
become the father of a great nation. 
None, except the Hebrew nation, can be 
referred to as owing its commencement 
to a special divine act. ‘This people’ 
says God, concerning Israel, ‘have | 
formed for myself; they shall show forth 
my praise’ (Isa. 43:21). He speaks of 
Israel as ‘mine heritage’ and as ‘the 
dearly beloved of my soul’ (Jer, 12:7); 
and none other has He called ‘my nation’ 
(Isa, 51:4). I firmly believe that Israel 
was always a nation, in the days of her 
glory and the days of her exile. Charles 
Kingsley was right when he said to 
Adolph Saphir, ‘I believe, as any modern 
interpreter of prophecy, that you are still 
the “Nation”’ (Memories of Kingsley, 
Vol. I, p. 354). 


“There can be no doubt as to the origin 
of Israel’s nationality, and if, because 
of unbelief and disobedience, our land 
had been for long centuries desolate and 
the people in exile, have they therefore 
been cast away? The answer of the 
Apostle to the Gentiles is definite: ‘God 
forbid,’ thunders Paul, ‘God hath not cast 
away His people’ (Rom. 11:1, 2). Ob 
no! and Paul based his conviction on 
God’s promises. Here is one of these: 
‘Thus saith the Lord which giveth the 
sun for a light by day, and the ordi- 
nances of the moon and of the stars for 
a light by night, which divideth the sea 
when the waves thereof roar; The Lord 
of hosts is his name: if those ordinances 
depart from before me, saith the Lord, 
then the seed of Israel also shail cease 
from being a nation before me for ever’ 
(Jer. 31:35, 36). 

“II. There are many in Israel today 
(meaning Jews in general) who claim 
to be the descendants of Israel, of the 
priests, or the Levites. These act at 
cordingly during the prayer periods a 
certain feasts. This would indicate that, 
even when the tribes of Judah and Bem 


(Continued on page 468) 








=Pes weseeseezererm i= 


= sc tra 4S 


> 


i a i a i ee ee, li ee ee ee me a i meee: Oe ee ee oe oe 





27, 1950 
etters 


n THE Suy. 
ry 28, 1950, 
Come a 
ing am 
nation 
elve tribes 
1 were di. 
Israel and 


rch in the 
is follows: 

a nation 
am out to 
at nation. 
mM, can be 
1encement 
S people’ 

‘have | 
how forth 
speaks of 
1 as ‘the 
er, 12:7): 
1y nation’ 
nat Israel 
ys of her 
». Charles 
- said to 
y modern 
1 are still 
Kingsley, 


he origin 
because 
our land 
slate and 
therefore 
- of the 
ite: ‘God 
| not cast 
2). Oh 
ction on 
of these: 
veth the 








he ordi- 
stars for 
. the sea 
he Lord 
Jinances 
1e Lord, 
ll cease 
‘or ever’ 


‘1 today 
o claim 
_ of the 
act at- 
riods of 
ate that, 
nd Ben- 


3 


Lesson for June 11 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(3) 455 


|. Did Peter Ever Visit Rome? 


The lack of evidence even in Roman Catholic writers 





—_— 


to give publicity to the supposed 

finding of the benes of “Saint Peter, 
Prince of the Apostles,” beneath the 

ment of St. Peter’s Basilica, it is 
timely to ask whether or not he ever 
yisited Rome. Such a report has good 
advertising value in its influence on the 
thousands of pilgrims who are expected 
to visit Rome this year, a so-called “Holy 
Year.” 

When one is familiar with the volu- 
minous literature on the historical ques- 
tion as to Peter’s being in Rome, it seems 
altogether unsatisfactory to answer it 
with a dogmatic assertion. 

The question proposed should be read 
in the light of the writer’s complete 
statement; and, further, the words “evi- 
dence” and “proof” should be given their 
full value and meaning, (1) to prove, to 
establish by evidence; and (2) convinc- 
ing evidence of the truth or falsity of a 
fact, or statement. 


or the Roman Church is seeking 


At the Heart of Rome’s Claims 


The general import as to whether 
Peter was in Rome lies not in the state- 
ment, which some affirm, that Peter was 
brought to Rome during the closing days 
of his life and there martyred; but 
rather, the whole question revolves about 
the claim of the Roman Church that 
Peter was bishop and reigning pontiff 
in Rome for twenty-five years, and thus 
becomes foundational to all the auda- 
dous and arrogant claims of popedom. 
This was asserted in the noteworthy dis- 
cussion held in Rome in 1872, “between 
Catholic priests and evangelical minis- 
fers, concerning the coming of St. Peter 
to Rome”; when it was maintained by 
one of the advocates of the Roman 
Church, Signor Guidi, that “the life of 
this church was tied to this one condi- 
tion, that St. Peter had come to Rome.” 
And, later in the debate he said, “This 
fact of the Roman Church has evidence 
in itself .. . this fact is an absurdity, 
a contradiction, a folly, if you do not 
admit as its foundation the coming, the 
preaching, and the death of St. Peter in 
Rome.” Hence, the entire, imposing 
superstructure of the Roman Church 
stands or falls according to whether that 
church can prove, not assume or take 
for granted, but prove her thesis, that 
Peter was Bishop of Rome and preached 
in Rome for twenty-five years. The most 
that can be said for this theory, when 
Rome has had her first and last say, is 
that it is traditional, but not historical. 

Under the light of historical research, 
the Roman Church has been obliged to 
minimize her claims. In “The Fountain 
of Cathoiic Knowledge,” approved with 
“weighty words from high authorities,” 


a 


After reading Dr. Rowell’s article 
entitled, “The Fallacy of Papal Juris- 
diction,” in the Times for December 
17 and 24, 1949, a reader wrote: “The 
writer makes the statement that 
there is no evidence that the Apostle 
Peter ever was in Rome. I told this 
to my adult Sunday school class, and 
immediately two of the members of 
the class looked up the subject in 
the notes in the back of their Bible. 
The note stated that the Apostle 
Peter was crucified head downward 
in Rome. I then told them that I 
would look further into the subject. 
I also looked up the information in 
a large book I have, called ‘Martyrs’ 
Mirror’; it also stated that Peter suf- 
fered martyrdom in Rome. Now I 
would be very happy to have 
Brother J. B. Rowell, if possible, 
clear up this discrepancy.” 

Dr. Rowell not only made the 
statement that the reader has quoted, 
but also said: “Much less possible 
is it to find the least scintilla of proof 
that Peter was Bishop of Rome for 
twenty-five years. Peter was not the 
first pope.” In this article, published 
in two parts, Dr. Rowell answers the 
reader’s question and gives evi- 
dence, gathered from many different 
writers, to show why he believes that 

Peter never went to Rome. 








we are told that the Pope is “the Vicar 
of the Son of God, and Sovereign Pastor 
of all the Christians upon the face of the 
whole earth.” Then we read, concern- 
ing Peter’s twenty-five years in Rome, 
“After having preached Christianity in 
Rome for twenty-five years, St. Peter, 
with the Apostle St. Paul, was arrested 
by the command of Nero, during the 
first persecution which that cruel Em- 
peror waged against the Christians” (see 
p. 410). Here is a dogmatic statement 
supported by ninety-two of the “Highest 
Dignitaries of the Church,” whose names 
are given, and yet there is not a vestige 
of historical proof to sustain it. 

Another recognized authority says: 
“St. Jerome tells us, ‘After his episco- 
pacy of the Church of Antioch, and his 
preaching to those of the dispersion .. . 
Simon Peter came to Rome, in the sec- 
ond year of Claudius, to defeat Simon 
Magus, and there kept his priestly chair 
for twenty-five years, until the last year 
of Nero, that is, until the fourteenth.’” 
(See “Studies in Church History,” six 
volumes, by the Rev. Reuben Parsons, 
D.D., Imprimatur: Michael Augustinus, 
Archiepiseopus Neo-Eboracensis, vol. I, 
p. 11.) 


By J. B. ROWELL, Th.D. 


Such dogmatic statements as to Peter's 
twenty-five years’ episcopate in. Rome 
could be multiplied. Keeping in n.ind 
the above authoritative utterance tat 
Peter preached Christianity in Rome for 
twenty-five years, it is well to know that 
leaders in the Roman Church recognize 
how untenable this position is. 

Bible chronology is the best repudia- 
tion of Rome’s unprovable claim. New 
Testament history is so clear on Peter's 
being elsewhere than in Rome that the 
Roman Church must invent some way 
of explaining the twenty-five years’ 
episcopate in Rome. Hence, we find that 
Canon Enrico Fabiani, the Romanist ad- 
vocate in the disputation in Rome, re- 
ferred to above, said: “And here let us 
not argue as to the chronology of St. 
Peter, which our oppenent has compared 
to his chronology taken from Scripture, 
let us not argue as to his arrival in 
Rome; a single day, I repeat, spent by 
St. Peter in Rome gives the victory to 
the thesis we defend.” Had the Roman 
Church fact and proof on her side, would 
she condescend to the puerile statement 
that one day spent by Peter in Rome 
would constitute a sufficient vindication 
of her thesis, that Peter was Bishop of 
Rome, and preached in Rome for twen- 
ty-five years? 


Tradition, Not History 

Almost all the modern claims and doc- 
trines of the Roman Church have been 
introduced at some time or other since 
the apostolic era. Turning to an unques- 
tioned authoritative source of Catholic in- 
formation, “The Catholic Encyclopedia,” 
we are amazed to read of what is re- 
ferred to as the tradition of the twenty- 
five years’ episcopate of Peter. “Into 
the Roman list of bishops dating from 
the second century, there was introduced 
in the third century (as we learn from 
Eusebius and the ‘Chronograph of 354’) 
the notice of a twenty-five years’ pontifi- 
cate for St. Peter, but we are unable to 
trace its origin” (in loco, vol. XI, p. 
750). 

Thus “The Catholic Encyclopedia” 
confirms our previous statement, that 
the most that can be said for this theory 
is that it is traditional, but not histori- 
cal. What wonder then that Philip 
Schaff, in his “History of the Christian 
Church,” affirms, “The Roman tradition 
of a twenty or twenty-five years’ episco- 
pate of Peter in Rome is unquestionably 
a colossal chronological mistake” (vol. 
I, p. 252). 

In contradistinction to the usual dog- 
matism of the Roman Church, a veil of 
uncertainty hangs over the traditional 
arrival of Peter in Rome, as to whether 
his stay was continuous or intermittent, 
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and as to the length of its duration. The 
Romanist writer, the Rev. Reuben Par- 
sons, D.D., says: “We contend that the 
following events are asserted and be- 
lieved to have happened. . . . In the year 
42, the second of Claudius, he came to 
Rome, and there definitely fixed his 
Primatial see, suffering martyrdom in 
the twenty-fifth year of his Roman Pon- 
tificate, namely in the year 66” (“Studies 
in Church History,” vol. I, p. 3). How- 
ever, “The Catholic Encyclopedia” is not 
so sure about this, saying, “It is not 
impossible that Peter made a mission- 
ary journey to Rome about this time 
(after 42 A.D.), but such a journey can- 
not be established with certainty.” While 
some Romanist authorities are dogmatic 
in asserting that Peter came fo Rome in 
the year A.D. 42, other Romanist 
authorities are equally dogmatic in de- 
claring this impossible, since it is a con- 
tradiction of the detailed movements of 
Peter during that year as recorded in the 
Scriptures. The record, inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, in The Acts of the Apostles, 
gives in detail Peter’s travels and min- 
istry during this crucial year 42, the sec- 
ond of Claudius. It tells of his stay in 
Jerusalem, where Paul visited him; also 
his visit to Lydda, Joppa, Caesarea, and 
his coming again to Jerusalem. Yet 
there is no mention of a visit to Rome. 
Why not? 

The wide diversity of opinion among 
Romish writers supports the. conclusion 
that their entire fabric originated in tra- 
dition, and not history. As one writer 
affirms, “They have found the bringing 
of St. Peter to Rome so early as the year 
42 to be attended with chronological dif- 
ficulties sufficiently perplexing” (Sal- 
mon). The fact is, Peter’s coming to 
Rome has been assigned by Romanist 
authorities to different years during the 
reign of Claudius, anywhere from the 
second to the fourteenth; while others 
again declare he came during the reign 
of Nero. 

Since there is so much uncertainty on 
this and other points relating to Peter’s 
being in Rome, why do so many affirm 
his presence there? Why do we find 
dogmatic assertion in comparatively re- 
cent works for that which was a pre- 
sumption or probability in earlier writ- 
ings? This phase of the subject is too 
exhaustive to be taken up here, but a 
close study of it reveals that the more 
remote from the time, the more is said; 
and that the nearer the time, the less is 
said; until by the time we get back to 
the apostolic era, nothing is said. 

It must be allowed that eminent Prot- 
estant historians have also relied on 
earlier historians, and have affirmed 
Peter’s presence and martyrdom in 
Rome. Nevertheless, by the time we 
get back to Origen, and further back 
to Tertullian, and Irenaeus, and Dio- 
nysius, while these associate Peter with 
Rome, they give no word to support 
Rome’s thesis as to Peter’s pontificate 
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in Rome. The further we go back in 
history, the more slender the support for 
Rome’s contention. As may be expected, 
the Roman Church lays hold of every 
word which may add to her theory. For 
instance, St. Ignatius, in his “Epistle to 
the Romans,” said, “I do not, like Peter 
and Paul, issue commandments to you.” 
These few words, “The Catholic Encyclo- 
pedia” turns to good account. While 
there is nothing in the statement to say 
that Peter was ever in Rome, we are 
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given these words of Ignatius, 
were Apostles, while I am but a Cap. 
tive”; and then comes this comment, 
“The meaning of this remark must be 
that the two Apostles laboured person. 
ally in Rome, and with Apostolic 
authority preached the Gospel there” 
(vol, XI, p. 749). Such a conclusion ger. 
tainly receives no support from the let. 
ter of Ignatius, written on his journey 
to Rome for martyrdom. 


(To be continued) 


Il. Real Dangers in Mercy Killings 


And the Christian's better way of faith 


N THE preceding article it was made 

clear from the Scriptures that God 
has not given over to mankind the 
powers of life and death. These belong 
to God alone. One of the first dangers 
in mercy-killing procedure is that the 
practice could blight the high, godly 
basis of the medical profession itself. 

In the second place, I think that legal- 
izing of mercy killings might give jus- 
tification for suicide, and suicide is a sin. 

In the third place, this mercy killing 
business could run into some terrible 
situations where hard-hearted  chil- 
dren seek occasion (as they do today) 
to get rid of their parents. The tremen- 
dous increase of the crime of children 
killing their parents would doubtless 
create a perversion of a mercy-killing 
law. Pressure could be put on the older 
people in the family to ask that they 
be put to death because they are in 
pain and a burden to their children. 
Instead of murdering their parents, de- 
generates might get the state to do it 
and they would go scot-free. 

There are sons and daughters who 
would not hesitate to suggest to their 
mother that she apply to the state to 
be killed. 

The medical profession will admit that 
there are some doctors among them that 
could succumb to bribery and for a good 
price help their clients get a quick and 
large inheritance from their parents by 
recommending the death of some super- 
annuated parent. 

A minister friend of mine tells of go- 
ing one day to the office of his family 
physician. He found him with his head 
bowed in his hands and his whole frame 
shaking. “What’s the matter?” asked 
the pastor. The physician replied, “I 
have just come from a court case in 
which a man was committed to an in- 
sane asylum. Maybe it was right,” he 
said. Then he added this significant 
statement, “It seems to me that if fam- 
ilies were just a little more decent and 
responsible, a lot of things could be 
avoided.” 

This situation could just as easily have 
been a case of euthanasia. 

The tendency to return to pagan ideals 


By WILLIAM WARD AYER, DD, 


and to forget the Christian principles jg 
everywhere about us. 

We are beginning to believe that men 
do not count as individuals. The whole 
totalitarian, police state idea so rampant 
in the world today is built upon the de- 
personification of the individual. Pre. 
serve the nation, the species, but forget 
the individual. This is contrary to 
Christianity. It is pagan. Savage tribes 
took the old and feeble members of their 
community out into the woods or the 
prairies, supplied them with a week’s 
supply of food, and left them there to 
die because they were a drag on the 
march of the tribe. Eskimos put hope- 
less invalids out on the last bleak point 
of land extending into ‘the Arctic ice, 
African tribes put twin babies to death, 
and ancient civilizations cast out girl 
babies in obedience to a primitive con- 
cept of depersonification. 

Are we indeed returning to paganism 
in this atomic era with its possibilities 
of destroying people by millions? May 
God have mercy upon us and send a 
revival that will turn us back to God! 

Again let us remember that death does 
not bring oblivion. The Word of God 
says, “To be absent from the body, and to 
be .present with the Lord” (2 Cor, 5:8). 
“It is appointed unto man once to die, 
but after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). 

It is a thoroughly Biblical and Chris- 
tian truth that the doctor, in easing the 
pain of a suffering body by bringing 
death to it, may at the same time bring 
the pangs of eternal suffering to the soul 
that goes into eternity without salvation. 

Euthanasia is the American-sleeping- 
pill habit carried to its ultimate mani- 
festation. We don’t like to face trouble 
so we take everything from a sedative 
to a sleeping-pill to give us temporary 
oblivion. 

But let it be remembered that there is 
no oblivion in death. Jesus told the 
story of the rich man and Lazarus, and 
said that the rich man died but imme- 
diately he was in Hades and “he lifted 
up his eyes, being in torment”! (Luke 
16: 23.) 

When I was preaching in Eugene, Ore- 
gon, several years ago, I was taken to 
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Lesson for June 11 


the home of a desperate woman who had 
fried on several occasions to commit 
gicide. She told me she wanted to die 
pecause she must get out of her trou- 
bles. I pleaded with her and told her 
that if she took her life she would only 
get out of a few and temporary earthly 
troubles into a greater, eternal, and in- 
eseapable trouble. 

She was in such mental misery that 
helping her seemed impossible. Later 
she came to the evangelistic services 
which I was holding and I saw her 
come down the aisle and saw the power 
of God transform her life and she was 

and peace came to her soul. 

Later she died and went to be with her 


Remember, there is no oblivion in 
death. 

We must warn people about disregard- 
ing the commandment, “Thou shalt not 
kill.” 

We must not allow this false appel- 
lation of mercy killing to create the 
idea that God may not be merciful when 
He allows us to suffer. Mercy killings 
create the idea in the unthinking that 
God is not merciful! 

Satan’s effort is to get human beings 
to believe that God is a monster, but 
the Word says that God is great in 
mercy, “His mercy endureth for ever.” 
However, our God is not a sentimental 
God who overlooks justice. Human sen- 
timent is a beautiful thing, but it can 
be overdone. We are suffering today 
from oversentimentality. I am not at all 
sure that physicians are morally per- 
mitted to take the life of someone in 
order to keep that one from suffering. 
God allowed His own Son, an innocent 
and holy being, to suffer. “Though he 
were a Son, yet learned he obedience 
by the things which he suffered.” In 
the infinite wisdom of God, suffering and 
its chastening has refining values. Not 
oily so, but the mercy and goodness of 
God are manifested in suffering as in no 
other place. 

Right here, of course, we must re- 
member human frailties. I remember 
warning my congregation at Calvary 
Church months ago when we read of the 
death of a prominent author who had 
Siffered much from a cancerous condi- 
tion and then finally blew his brains 
out, that we should not judge harshly, 
for we do not know what we would do 
wider the same circumstances or how 
song our faith and our flesh would be 
in the same situation. But I continued 
by saying that I would hope that the 
fate of Christ that had been with me 

the years might continue to be 

With me and make it possible that I 
tiould endure until Jesus Himself 
tilled. me from an earthly life into an 
heavenly one. 

“But please remember that we are not 
tilking about this matter in terms of 
human strength but in terms of God’s 


We must teach once again our com- 
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plete submissiveness to God and His will 
for us. We must believe that our times 
are in God’s hands. We must recognize 
what the Bible says that we are not our 
own, we do not belong to ourselves, we 
are bought with a price, even the blood 
of Jesus, therefore, we are to glorify 
God in our body, and in our spirit, which 
are God’s, and the apostle said, “I 
reckon that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us” (Rom, 8:18). 

It is excruciating to see our loved ones 
suffer. Often we pray for their release. 
We wish we could suffer for them and 
with them. And how many times have 
we seen the glory of God manifested in 
the suffering of His children! How 
much of the divine purpose we have 
learned as we sat beside the bed of a 
sufferer. 

Emotional sympathy is a strong thing, 
but it must not be the final thing. 

I have seen people die of horrible 
malignant diseases, and while they suf- 
fered they glorified God in their suffer- 
ing. All the while they knew the con- 
soling presence of God. 

I heard of a woman who was asked 
by her physician if she might not want 
an overdose of a narcotic that would end 
her suffering. She said: “It might be 
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pleasant, because I am ready to go to 
meet my Maker through faith in Jesus 
Christ, but I want my Lord to call me. 
I do not wish to run into His presence 
unbidden !” 

I close with these words to suffering 
ones: You who have known Christ and 
are passing through the valley of .-tears, 
can you truthfully believe that God 
works in all things for good to them that 
love Him? Can you find grace enough 
to say, Thy will be done even if it means 
more suffering? I wonder if at this hour 
you believe His grace is sufficient. 

Think of the fellowship that you have 


with Christ. “In all their afflictions,” 
said the Psalmist, “he was afflicted” 
(Psa. 63:9). “Weeping may endure. for 


a night, but joy cometh in the morning” 
(Psa. 30:5). 

My prayer for all of you is that you 
may be able to take hold of the loving 
Saviour’s hand and know the joy of His 
presence, until that day when He shall 
call you to Himself, and you shall know 
that the hour of suffering works an ex- 
ceeding weight of glory; and you will 
see how, in the last analysis, you were 
a special object of His love and care 
because He counted you worthy to suffer, 
in order that you might be made perfect 
through suffering. 


New YorK. 


How We Finance Our Sunday School 


Encouraging boys and girls—and adults—in systematic giving 


By WILLIAM A. BOYD 


This is another prize-winning article from THe Sunpay ScHoot Times 
ways of working contest conducted last fall. 


FTER a long service as treasurer 

and still longer as a Sunday school 
superintendent, the writer is firmly con- 
vinced that the ideal way to finance the 
Sunday school is to adopt a budget and 
meet it by using the envelope system. 

This method of Sunday school finance 
teaches the officers, teachers, and pupils 
business principles that will not only im- 
prove the business end of the Sunday 
school, but will also help each individual 
life to avoid financial difficulties if they 
will but follow the same system. Fur- 
thermore, this idea implanted into the 
minds of Sunday school pupils makes 
them better prepared to undertake the 
financial responsibilities of church 
members when they join. Using the 
method of budget financing also gives 
an excellent opportunity to interest the 
entire school in the important matter of 
tithing, which has been impressed on 
the minds of God’s people from earliest 
times. 

In many churches, it is an established 
rule that the church budget provides the 
money for the operating expenses of the 
Sunday school, thus permitting such con- 
tributions as the Sunday school classes 
make to be used for denominational 


missions, both national and foreign, and 
also for local benevolences, 

Still other churches, and perhaps the 
greater number, operate their budget 
without reference to any support for 
the Sunday school, allowing the school 
to raise and spend its own money as 
may be decided by the officers and 
teachers. Sunday schools which have to 
raise their own operating expenses, 
naturally will not be able to give as much 
to missionary and benevolent causes as 
those schools that are able to give all 
their income to help others. But our 
school has always prospered financially 
when we have given at least as much to 
missions as we have spent on ourselves, 

The envelope system, previously re- 
ferred to for collecting each Sunday’s 
pledge to the budget, had its inception 
in our school in the form of a class 
envelope, into which each member of the 
class dropped his or her contribution as 
the envelope was passed around. This 
method is now vastly improved upon by 
furnishing each pupil in the Sunday 
school with a set of envelopes, one for 
each Sunday throughout the year, just 
as the members of the church use enve- 


(Continued on page 468) 
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ZEPHANIAH CALLS TO REPENTANCE 


Zephaniah; printed text, 1:12-18; 3:16-20 


Golden Text.—Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his lodongety ax Ldalteocaam, seek meekness: 
it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger.— Zeph. 2 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Zeph. 1:12 And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will 
and punish the men that are 
that say in their heart, The Lorp will not 


search Jerusalem with candles, 
settled on their lees: 
do good, neither will he do evil. 


13 Therefore their goods shall become a booty, and their houses 
they shall also build houses, but not inhabit them; 
and they shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof. 


it is near, and hasteth 


a desolation: 


14 The great day of the Lorp is near, 


greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lorp: 


shall cry there bitterly. 


15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, 
a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloomi- 


ness, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 


16 A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, 


and against the high towers. 
17 And I will bring distress upon men, 


like blind men, because they have sinned against the Lorp: 
their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. 


18 Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

EPHANIAH, like others of the 
rf minor prophets, was raised up of 

God to press home upon the con- 
sciences of the covenant people their 
sins and failures and to exhort them to 
turn to God in self-judgment and to 
walk in the paths of righteousness. He 
lived at a time when God was working 
in power, during the days of the great 
revival under King Josiah. Those were 
days of blessing for a faithful remnant, 
but the mass of the people, though out- 
wardly reformed, were in the sad state 
described in this book and in the early 
chapters of Jeremiah. The object of 
the Spirit in Zephaniah was, therefore, 
to warn the formalists of coming judg- 
ment, and to comfort the hearts of the 
residue who had turned from unright- 
eousness and idolatry and were seeking 
to honor God by living in obedience to 
His Word. This remnant’ was looked 
upon with contempt by the majority, who 
continued to follow after the ways of their 
fathers and of the nations round about 
them. The conditions depicted in the 
Book answer very much to those with 
which we are familiar today. While for- 
mality and apostasy prevail in many 
parts, God has His faithful remnant who 
cling to His Word and do not deny His 
name. These are often despised and 
looked down upon by haughty leaders 
and self-satisfied religionists, who glory 
in an empty profession and value the 
praise of men more than the Lord's ap- 
proval. But in due time He will re- 
ward all who seek to honor Him by 


that they shall walk 


them in the day of the Lorp’s wrath; but the whole land shall jp 


not: 


the mighty man 


devoured by the fire of his jealousy: 
a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land. 


for he shall make eye, 


Chap. 3:16 In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear tho 
and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack. 

17 The Lorp thy God in the midst of thee is mighty: he will 
save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his Joye 
he will joy over thee with singing. 

18 I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assem. 
bly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden 

19 Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: ang] 
will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven: out: 
and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they 
have been put to shame. 


20 At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that] 


gather you: for I will make you a name and a praise among all 


people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your 


and 


% % “ % 


holding fast to His truth and living ac- 
cording to His Word. 


The Historical Setting 

Of the Prophet Zephaniah practically 
nothing is known beyond what he him- 
self tells us in the first verse. His pedi- 
gree is tracked back through four gen- 
erations, and the date of his ministry is 
given as “in the days of Josiah the son 
of Amon, king of Judah.” 

Zephaniah was contemporary with 
Jeremiah for at least a part of the lat- 
ter’s ministry, but he probably passed 
off the scene before the predicted de- 
struction of Jerusalem was fulfilled. 


Verse by Verse 

Zeph. 1:12.—“‘The Lord will not do 
good, neither will he do evil.” This was 
the declaration of those who denied the 
power of Jehovah and refused His testi- 
mony. In large measure this is charac- 
teristic of the present times. Many no 
longer believe in a particular providence, 
even ridiculing the idea of divine inter- 
venticn in the affairs of men. Law, hard 
and inexorable, is- supposed to control 
all things, so that human responsibility 
and a prayer-hearing God are alike prac- 
tically denied. 

Verse 13.—“Therefore their goods shall 
become a booty.” They were soon to 
learn that God’s Word was true; when 
too late they would have to learn in 
judgment the reality of the divine gov- 
ernment, 

Verse 14.—“The great day of the Lord 
is near.” The day of the Lcerd is used 
by the prophets in a twofold sense. It 
refers to any time of retribution when 
Jehovah would allow calamity to fall 
upon those who refused His testimony, 


eyes, saith the Lorp. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, 
International Council of Religious Education. 


the Inter. 
copyrighted by 


as, for instance, in the fall of Jerusalem 
through the power of the Chaldeans, 
But, in its fullest sense, it refers to the 
time when God will deal in judgment 
with all the nations of the world at the 
second advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
This will be the time when the mighty 
man will cry bitterly when he sinks be. 
neath the weight of divine wrath. 

Verse 15.—“A day of clouds and thick 
darkness.” This vivid description marks 
out the day of the Lord as a time of un- 
precedented distress. For the wicked 
there will be neither light nor hope, but 
Garkness and despair. 

Verse 16.—“A day of the trumpet and 
alarm.” This connects very clearly with 
many other passages which tell of the 
time when the nations will be gathered 
together for the last great conflict just 
prior to the closing up of the times of 
the Gentiles (Luke 21:24). 

Verse 17.—“They shall walk like blind 
men.” Having refused the light that 
shines from the Word of God, men will 
be given up to judicial darkness and 
strong delusion, because they received 
not the love of the truth that they might 
be saved (2 Thess. 2:11; Jer. 13:16). 

Verse 18.—“Neither their silver nor 
their gold shall be able to deliver them 
in the day of the Lord’s wrath.” In that 
day nothing that man can do will tum 
aside the wrath of God. They who have 
despised His warning will perish when 
the hour of His judgment is come. 

Chap. 3:16.—‘“In that day it shall be 
said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not.” The 
judgment passed, the elect of God, for- 
merly a despised remnant, will be owned 
by Him as His people and will be under 
His protecting care. Jerusalem's sorrows 
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iat be ended when her king returns to 
reign in glory on Mount Zion. 

Verse 17—“The Lord thy God in the 
midst of thee.” What a day it will be 
for Israel when the Lord Himself dwells 
jn their midst and they have the sense 
of His unfailing love and care! This 
will be the true Sabbath of the Lord 
when He will “rest in his love” and re- 
joice over His redeemed people. 

Verse 18.—“I will gather them that are 
sorrowful.” Israel's day of wandering 
mong the nations will be over. Re- 

red to their land and to the Lord 

Himself, they will possess their inheri- 
tance and enjoy the unchanging favor of 
fim whom they once rejected. 

Verse 19.—‘“I will get them praise and 
fame in every land where they have 
been put to shame.” It is a great mis- 
fake to attempt to spiritualize these 
promises to apply them to the Church of 
the present age. They certainly speak 
od blessing yet to come upon God's 
earthly people, Israel, who will be hon- 
ored by the nations which once despised 
them when they realize that God has 
taken them up in blessing. 

Verse 20.—“At that time will I bring 
you again.” This promise was not ful- 
filled at the time of the restoration from 
Babylon. But when the Kingdom is set 
up in power and glory, all the promises 
of Israel’s restoration will be verified 
asthe remnant shall return to Palestine 
from all the nations where they have 
been scattered during the long centuries 
of their unbelief. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

In order to get the true setting of this 
lesson, the teacher would do well to 
read carefully the entire three chapters 
of this little book. Chapter 1 presents 
the general truth as to the day of the 
lord, which is coming upon Judah be- 
cause of unrighteousness. Chapter 2 
deals particularly with the judgment of 
the nations which have persecuted Is- 
mel. Chapter 3 is the indictment of 
Jerusalem, with the customary promise 
of restoration, to be made good after the 
purging of the period of tribulation. Just 
a certainly as the warnings of judg- 
ment have been fulfilled literally, so 
will the promises of blessing be. 


Lesson Outline 

God and His Word ignored (chap. 1: 
12) 

2 Divine retribution (v. 13) 

i The day of the Lord (vs. 14-18) 

4Jerusalem’s future blessing (chap. 3: 

16) 

ilsrael’s promised restoration (vs, 17- 

- 20) , 


. 


Lesson Topics and Truths 
Men That Are Settled on Their 
” The figure used here has to do 
purifying of wine. The grape 
iuite-was poured into vessels and the 
# or thick particles allowed to settle 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. June 4.—Habakkuk Teaches Trust 
in God : Habakkuk 


Next Week’s Lesson 


12. June 18.—Malachi Pleads for Whole- 
hearted Religion Malachi 








for some time, in order to prevent the 
spoiling of the wine. This process was 
repeated several times, until finally the 
liquid was perfectly clear. The prophet 
uses the illustration of settling on the 
lees to picture the condition of men who 
have settled down comfortably ‘in this 
world in utter independence of God, 
seeking satisfaction in the things of earth 
and being indifferent to those which 
have to do with man’s responsibility to 
God. The same figure is used in Jere- 
miah 48:11. 


Summaries and Applications 

The very fact that a remnant is at any 
time distinguished from the mass im- 
plies that the latter is ripe for judgment, 
for when all goes as it should, there 
is no occasion for the faithful to be thus 
distinguished. 

It is a principle running through 
Scripture that while God will overlook 
nothing in His people’s ways that merits 
rebuke, He will, on the other hand, visit 
severest judgment on all who lift their 
hands against them. Because of their 
unholy hatred and vindictive spirit, 
their own punishment would be all the 
more severe. 

The faithful remnant, in any age, will 
not be occupied with their own piety 
or godliness, but with Him, whom they 
seek to serve. 


Winona LAKE, IND. 
% 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT is the general outline of 
Zephaniah? 

2. What event in Gentile history helps 
in dating the prophecies of Zephaniah? 

3. How did King Josiah respond to the 
prophecies of Zephaniah? 

4. Why does Zephaniah make so much 
of his ancestors? (1:1.) 

5. What are the Lord’s candles? (chap. 
1:12.) 

6. To what event is the prophet refer- 
ring in Zephaniah 1: 13-18? 

7. What indications are here that the 
“day of the Lord” would come suddenly? 

8. How can you explain the “Fear thou 
not” of chapter 3:16 over against the 
pronouncements of doom? 

9. How do you reconcile the silence of 
God in chapter 3:17 (rest=be silent) 
with His singing? 

10. When will the promises of chap- 
ter 3:19, 20 take place? 


(Answers on page 464) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy, Heavenly Father, to whom all sin 
is hateful, and whose love yearns to 
free us from all evil, we thank Thee for 
the Lord Jesus whom Thou didst send 
to save His people from their sins. We 
would yield ourselves anew to Him that 
He might continue in us the work of 
overcoming sin. Let our study and 
prayer here today strengthen us to do 
Thy will as we go into a new week. May 
we be the stronger to meet and defeat 
temptation, and the readier for every 
good work. Let Thy compassion go out 
to the sick and to all the tried and needy. 
Enlighten our leaders to see the wise 
and the right way, and strengthen them 
to do the right. Bless all missionaries, 
evangelists, Bible teachers, and minis- 
ters in their work for Thee and for 
souls. Send a wave of repentance and 
true faith throughout our land. Over- 
throw the powers of evil, and bring all 
the earth under the righteous rule of 
Jesus Christ, for His sake and_ glory. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—When you think of 
God's anger, do you think of someone in 
a bad temper, someone in a passionate 
rage? That is quite mistaken. Man's 
anger is often sinful, uncontrolled tem- 
per, but God’s anger is not that sort of 
thing. It is His hatred of evil unmis- 
takably showing itself. God's anger 





LET ME HIDE 


YSELF IN THEE 











against sin grows out of His goodness. 
If He did not hate and oppose sin, He 
would not be good. When Zephaniah 
foretold a day when God’s anger against 
sin would be seen and felt, he simply 
meant that God could not let the sins 
of that time go on, and do nothing about 
it. He must strike out against it, and 
He did when the armies of Nebuchad- 
nezzar overran Judah. There have been 
many such days of wrath in history, The 
last war was a day of God’s anger 
against man’s sin. But the Bible tells 
us of a last day of wrath when God's 
judgment will finally fall on all who 
continue to love and practice evil. 

How can God’s wrath be escaped? Our 
Golden Text tells us. “Seek ye the Lord 
... seek righteousness, seek meekness . , . 
ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s 
anger.” Years ago a little girl in Ire- 
land used to lie awake nights picturing 
the judgment day with anxious fear. 
Then she remembered that the Lord 
Jesus would be there. She had seen pic- 
tures of Him in flowing robes, and she 
recalled once when a big boy cousin 
had been teasing her, her mother came 
along in a very full, long gown and 
covered the little girl in the folds of 
the gown. There she had felt quite safe. 
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Now, in bed, she thought, When judg- 
ment day comes, I'll hide under the robe 
of Jesus, and I’ll be quite safe. She was 
right, too, except that we must not leave 
it till judgment day. We must seek Him 
now, and live as those who are His. Then 
the judgment day will find us “dressed 
in His righteousness alone, faultless to 
stand before the throne.” 


Vancouver, B, C., CAN; 
w 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Punish the men that are settled on 
their lees” (Zeph. 1:12).—Lees are the 
dregs or sediment deposited from any 
liquid. Wine is allowed to stand, so that 
the lees may settle and then it is poured 
off so that its color and body may be 
better preserved. (See Isa. 25:6.) 

To settle on the lees is to settle down 
in contentment with one’s character and 
circumstances (Jer. 48:11), and to im- 
agine that God is indifferent to one’s 
condition and that He will neither do 
good nor evil. 

Three young men, bathing one day in 
a beautiful river, finally allowed them- 
selves to float toward a waterfall. At 
length two of them made for the shore, 
and to their alarm found that the cur- 
rent was stronger than they had sup- 
posed. They immediately called to the 
other and urged him also to swim for 
the shore. But he smiled at their fears 
and floated serenely on. “It is pleasant 
floating,” he said, and seemed perfectly 
content. He floated on in self-com- 
placency until it was too late. He gave 
an unearthly shriek, then plunged to the 
swirling abyss below. 

“The great day of the Lord is near...” 
(Zeph. 1:14).—This prophecy of the day 
of the Lord has a near and a far aspect. 
That which was near in the days of 
Zephaniah was the Chaldean conquest. 
The prophet does not mention the enemy 
by name, but his contemporary, Jere- 
miah, does (Jer. 25). Judah and Jeru- 
salem had often been warned that their 
ungodliness merited divine judgment; 
but because judgment is God’s strange 
act (Isa. 28:21) and because “sentence 
against an evil work is not executed 
speedily, therefore the heart of the sons 
of men is fully set in them to do evil” 
(Eccles. 8:11). Although God is long- 
suffering, He is “not mocked: for what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap” (Gal. 6:7). 

He was a tenant farmer. From time 
to time he renewed his lease. He was a 
hard worker and in the course of years 
had developed a model farm. One day 
he was told that the owner would be 
giving the farm to his son, who was 
about to be married. Being greatly upset, 
he made a number of offers, hoping they 
would alter the owner’s decision. It 
was all in vain. The day drew near 
when he would have to vacate. He be- 
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came desperate and decided on a plan to 
ruin the farm. He gathered seeds of 
all the pests available, and under the 
cover of darkness walked up and down 
over that model farm, sowing these evil 
seeds. Early the next morning the 
owner sent his agent to say he had 
changed his mind about giving the farm 
to his son. “Oh, what a fool I’ve been!” 
the farmer gasped. Everyone who sows 
to his flesh will make the same, or a 
similar exclamation, at the time of reap- 
ing. 

The distant aspect of the prophecy of 
the day of the Lord will be fulfilled after 
the true Church has been caught up to 
be with the Lord. (See Mal. 4:5; Isa. 
2:12-22; Isa. 13: 6-13.) 


“Neither their silver nor their gold 
shall be able to deliver them” (Zeph. 
1:18).—What confidence hosts of people 
place in their wealth! They imagine it 
can do everything. One thing it cannot 
do—it cannot deliver from the judg- 
ment of God. Elihu asked: “Will he 
esteem thy riches?” And, answering his 
own question, he said, “No, not gold, nor 
all the forces of strength” (Job 36:19). 
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It is amazing how often gold hides Gog 
from man’s vision. 

A man who was characterized by a 
love of money went to a preacher ang 
expressed his objections to certain state. 
ments the preacher had made in a mes. 
sage he had given. The preacher, un. 
derstanding his caller, took a gold coin 
from his pocket, and opening his Bible 
pointed to the title, “God.” “Can yoy 
see that?” he asked the rich man. “Cer. 
tainly,” was the reply. Then the 
preacher placed the gold coin over the 
title. “Can you see it now?” he asked 
The man immediately grasped that 
which the preacher was endeavoring to 
point out; and was soon after led into 
the light. 

In the typology of Scripture, silver is 
called the “redemption money” (Num 
3:49). It foreshadowed the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord — that 
redemption is the only thing that can 
deliver from the judgment of God (Rom, 
3:24). 


“The just Lord . . . will not do in- 
iquity ... he faileth not” (Zeph. 3:5).— 
What a detailed description of Jerusa- 
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jem’s sins is given in the first four verses 
of this chapter! In perfect contrast to 
Jerusalem's corruption and utter failure, 
the Lord is seen as “just” and faithful. 
When the Lord Jesus was in this scene 
of corruption and violence, He was, as 
the poet has said: 


Faithful amid unfaithfulness, 
"Mid darkness, only Light. 


“He will joy over thee with singing” 


(y, 17).—The prophet looks on to the 
time of Jerusalem's restoration. After 
judgment has been executed, and the 
rebels purged out, the faithful remnant 
af Israel shall be regathered and re- 
established in the Land of Promise; and 
the glorious Lord shall be in their midst. 
He not only saves them, but also rejoices 
ger them with joy. He will rest (or be 
dient) in His love. The reprovings, re- 
pukings, and entreaties are things of the 
past, and the deep silence of a perfectly 
satisfied love takes their place. This 
silence is broken only by His singing. 
And He will make Israel “a name and a 
praise among all people of the earth” 
(v.20). Hallelujah, what a Saviour! 


Wawona, CALIF, 
+4 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Zephaniah, like the other 

prophets, devotes the first part of 
his prophecy to denunciation of Israel’s 
sins and backslidings, and warning them 
of judgment to come; and the latter part 
to telling of God’s forgiving grace if and 
when they repent and confess their wick- 
edness, 

There is one expression Zephaniah 
tses, to which I want to call your par- 
titular attention. Only in one other 
place in the Bible do we find it; that 
is in Jeremiah’s prophecy. It is this 
(and remember, it is “the word of the 
lord”): “I will . . . punish the men 
that are settled on their lees; that say 
in their heart, The Lord will not do 
good, neither will he do evil” (Zeph. 1: 
12), “Men that are settled on their lees.” 
This is one of those quaint and graphic 
pictures you find in so many places in 
God’s Word to illustrate spiritual truth 
pictures in the life of those people 
to whom the warning was addressed, 
and which they could perfectly under- 
sland. Those grape-growing people made 
a great deal of wine. They gathered 
the grapes and emptied them into an 
open vat (called a winepress), then men 
Would climb in and crush the grapes by 
feading upon them. The juice would 
flow out of a vent into earthen jars, leav- 
ing the hulls and seeds in the winepress; 
but some of the crushed pulp would go 
into the jars with the juice. That would 
be allowed to settle on the bottom while 
wine became clear. Thus almost any 
‘f wine would have “lees,” or dregs, 
bottom — sometimes more, some- 
less; but lees. Now the picture 
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the prophet uses to illustrate his point 
is a jar with apparently clear wine, but 
with lees, which are undesirable and 
would make the wine unpalatable, set- 
tled at the bottom, so that when the jar 
is turned up to pour out the wine, the 
lees would be stirred up and come out 
with it. 

Those men of Israel were “settled on 
their lees.” They regarded themselves 
as “in the clear,” if they thought of it 
at all. Their consciences were so seared 
by the practices of sin that they did not 
seem to be aware of the wickedness that 
had become entrenched in their lives. 
They were complacent. They were “set- 
tled on their lees.” “Therefore,” says 
the prophet, “. . . their houses [shall 
become] a desolation: they shall also 
build houses, but not inhabit them; and 
they shall plant vineyards, but not drink 
the wine thereof. The great day of the 
Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth 
greatly. ... That day is a day of wrath, 
a day of trouble and distress, a day of 
wasteness and desolation, a day of dark- 
ness and gloominess, a day of clouds 
and thick darkness, .. . And I will bring 
distress upon men, that they shall walk 
like blind men, because they have sin- 
ned against the Lord.” 

See that blindness. One of the Devil's 
ways to destroy your life and mine is 
to make us blind to the sin that is in us; 
to make us say, “It is not so bad,” and, 
like those men of Israel, to say, “The 
Lord will not do good, neither will he 
do evil.” Lost souls are saying today, 
“God is good; He made us with sinful 
natures, and He is not going to condemn 
us; we are doing the best we can.” That 
is fatal and the Devil knows it. 

I talked with a man this morning who 
is complacent. He is over fifty years 
old, a fine, kindly gentleman. He has 
never accepted Christ as his Saviour. 
He said, “Mr. Smith, I try to live a clean, 
honest life. I deal with men just as I 
would have them deal with me. I’m no 
criminal. I’m no bad citizen.” And of 
course he is not. He may even be as that 
rich young ruler, who had kept (as he 
thought) all the Commandments — yet 
he went away from Jesus, a lost soul, 
He does not realize that there are “lees” 
at the bottom of his clear, moral “wine.” 
And sooner or later they will be stir- 
red up and make his morals look like 
“filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6), and he will 
find that after all he is just a lost sin- 
ner, in need of a Saviour— maybe too 
late, 

Fellows, it is possible that you, too, 
may be careless or unthinking about the 
sin that lies down deep in your nature, 
and sooner or later you will be coming 
to the test. You are settled on your lees, 
and when your jar of talent and good 
morals is turned up to be poured out in 
some good service, the lees will come 
up, too, and your effort will be so mixed 
with their paralyzing presence that it 
will fail. The only thing to do is, like 
Saul of Tarsus, cast yourself down before 
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the Lord in complete surrender, and let 
Him purge your heart and life and make 
you meet for His service. “Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” cried Saul, 
and in that prayer he surrendered all. 
It is the only way to real life, to com- 
plete satisfaction — with the “lees” gone, 
Fontana Dam, N. C., 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


T IS believed that Zephaniah prophe- 

sied a few years earlier than Habak- 
kuk. At any rate Zephaniah tells us 
definitely the time of his prophecy. Read 
the first verse of the book and you will 
see: Zephaniah prophesied during the 
reign of the last good king of Israel. 
Josiah began to reign when he was only 
eight years old, and reigned for thirty- 
one years. Turn to 2 Chronicles 34:2 
and see how highly he is praised. Is not 
that a splendid record to have placed in 
God’s eternal Word? When Josiah was 
only twenty he set out in earnest to 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





ZEPHANIAH CALLE Toe 
REPENTANCE 























462 (10) 


reform Judah. The two kings who had 
preceded him were both wicked and had 
led the country into idolatry and all the 
other sins of which we have been read- 
ing in the pre-exilic prophets. 

Young King Josiah had a tremendous 
task before him, to try to turn the peo- 
ple back to God after all that. The mes- 
sages of the Prophet Zephaniah must 
have been a great help té him. Josiah’s 
first move was to travel over the coun- 
try of Judah to see that all the idols 
were smashed to pieces along with the 
altars and groves where they were wor- 
shiped. 

In the first chapter of Zephaniah the 
prophet foretold God’s judgment on 
Judah for her idolatry. Read verses 4 
and 5. So some of the people still wor- 
shiped Baal! Others worshiped the sun, 
moon, and stars; and still others the 
terrible god Molech, an idol of the Am- 
monites who demanded human sacri- 
fices ! 

Now read Zephaniah 1:12. Who does 
this verse tell us will be punished? 
“Men that are settled on their lees” re- 
minds us of Amos 6:1, “Them that are 
at ease in Zion.” Here again we have 
people indifferent to God and to others, 
and who believed that God was as in- 
different as they were. They said, “The 
Lord will not do good, neither will he 
do evil,” meaning, “We need not be 
afraid of Him — He will take no action.” 
And they said that in the face of re- 
peated assurances that God is going to 
rise up in judgment and that He will 
punish every sin, 

Read their punishment in Zephaniah 
1:13. God’s coming judgment on Judah 
was to be a little picture of the terrible 
day when He will come forth to judge 
this world in righteousness. The next 
three verses tell a little more about that 
day called “the day of the Lord.” Reve- 
lation 19:11-16 tells more about that 
same day of judgment. 

Now read the last verse of the first 
chapter. The other prophets have told 
us that the people of Judah were doing 
anything and everything to make money. 
Now Zephaniah tells them that their 
money will be useless to deliver them 
from the wrath of the Lord. 

Chapter 2 starts with an urgent mes- 
sage to the people of Judah to seek the 
Lord. Read the first three verses. How 
many times did' you find the word “seek” 
in verse 3? The rest of chapter 2 tells 
of God’s judgment on the surrounding 
nations. Read verse 4. Here are four 
predictions that have been literally ful- 
filled. Gaza is a sandy desert today and, 
of course, forsaken. Ashkelon and Ash- 
dod do not have a single inhabitant, and 
Ekron has been rooted up so completely 
that there is not even a ruin left to in- 
dicate where it once stood. All the pro- 
phetic books contain detailed predictions 
which have been fulfilled so definitely 
that no open-minded person could doubt 
that God inspired the writers, 

In chapter 3, Zephaniah pronounces a 
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woe on the city of Jerusalem for its sins. 
Read the first verse. How tragic this is! 
Contrast that with Psalm 48:2 which 
says, “Beautiful for situation, the joy of 
the whole earth, is mount Zion.” Here 
we find it “filthy and polluted, 
oppressing.” Verse 2 tells us the four 
fatal mistakes made by the city of Jeru- 
salem: (1) She obeyed not the voice of 
those whom God sent to bid her repent, 
(2) She refused to be corrected, (3) 
She did not trust in the Lord, and (4) 
She drew not near to her God. Oh, girls, 
be careful that you and I are never 
guilty of these indictments! 

After this, Zephaniah denounces the 
princes, judges, prophets, and priests of 
Jerusalem. Read verse 5. How happy 
to turn our eyes away from the sins of 
earth to behold “the just Lord,” who 
“will not do iniquity.” And He is still 
said to be “in the midst” of Jerusalem. 
As long as He was there, there was op- 
portunity for repentance, but when He 
withdrew it would be too late. The 
Prophet Ezekiel described the solemn 
lingering withdrawal of the glory of the 
Lord first from the Temple and then 
from the city of Jerusalem. This took 
place a few years later. 

Notice that Zephaniah 3:5 says of the 
Lord, “He faileth not.” Hymns have 
been written on that theme. Which ones 
can you think of? 

Zephaniah ends, like most of the 
prophets, with a happy picture of the 
earth after God’s terrible judgments have 
gone forth and the people who are left 
have gladly submitted to His rule, Read 
Zephaniah 3: 9. Here we find the Lord 
undoing the confusion of languages 
which took place at Babel. It cannot be 
undone until the inhabitants of the world 
seek the Lord, instead of trying to-exalt 
themselves. 

Read verse 13. Again we are reminded 
of Romans 11:26: “And so all Israel 
shall be saved.” Read Zephaniah 3:14 
and 15, and see that joy is coming back 
to God’s earthly people. In verse 17 we 
see the Lord’s joy in the restoration of 
His people. In the last verse we see 
that Jerusalem is again to become the 
joy of the whole earth. 

What then is the message of Zepha- 
niah? “Sin brings sorrow, desolation, 
and destruction. Therefore, repent and 
turn to the Lord. This will bring joy 
to the one who returns, joy to the Lord, 
and blessing and joy to others.” Are 
you going on in sin? If so, you, like the 
land of Judah, are headed for sorrow 
and destruction. Or have you turned to 
the Lord? If you have turned to Him, 
then you have entered on eternal joy 
for yourself, your Lord, and those who 
will be blessed through you. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
ve 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 ang 

explaining the conditions — which ‘lime 
trations are accepted may had from the 
Times for 1& cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one, 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from cr’ “Tilustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 


Pershing’s Testimony.—Seek ye the 
Lord (Zeph, 2:3, Golden Text). Genera] 
Pershing during the first World War told 
his soldiers: “I have known Jesus Christ 
now for forty-seven years, and I could 
not face life without Him. I pity those 
who are trying to live without Him. It 
is no small thing to know that all the 
past is forgiven, that help is available 
from God every day. I commend such 
a Saviour to you all.”"—From The Sun. 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs, B. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Prophets That Do Not Cry.—The great 
day of the Lord is near, it is near, and 
hasteth greatly, even the voice of the 
day of the Lord: the mighty man shall 
cry there bitterly (Zeph. 1:14). Two 
ministers, long friends, met one day after 
being apart for a time. They discussed 
their churches; then began to talk on 
present-day events. Said one, “I don't 
preach on the Lord’s return at all; my 
congregation doesn’t like it. I hear you 
have many against you for preaching it, 
I told you years ago there’s no use set- 
ting people against you.” “My friend,” 
said the other man, “by God’s grace, I 
preach His whole Word, and thereby 
deliver my soul; and if the Lord Jesus 
comes in my lifetime no one who is left 
behind will be able to say (as many will, 
of some ministers) that I did not give 
out the truth and warn them of what's 
ahead. How about you?”—As told to 
me by one of the ministers. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can, 


The Same Old Fault.—I will bring dis- 
tress upon men (Zeph. 1:17). The Jew- 
ish train came to a dead stop in AD. 
70. A faulty engine rendered it useless, 
and it had to be shunted to a siding. 
God then requisitioned the Gentile train 
to fulfill His purposes. It had been in 
course of preparation since 606 B.C. 
After twenty-five hundred years the 
same engine trouble has developed. The 
times of the Gentiles are near fulfill- 
ment, and the Jewish express will once 
again be on the main line. What is 
wrong with the Gentile engine? The 
same old Jewish fault — unbelief. “Have 
any of the rulers . . . believed on him?” 
(John 7:48.) Do not many of our leaders, 
professors, preachers, and scientists deny 
Christ? “The utterances of Jesus are 
unreliable,” we are told. The same en- 
gine trouble—Source unknown. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


When Riches Are Valueless.—Neither 
their silver nor their gold shall be able 
to deliver them in the day of the Lords 
wrath (Zeph. 1:18). The steamer, Cen 
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tral America, on voyage from Havana 
to New York, went down in a storm. 
She was bringing home from California 
three or four hundred gold diggers. They 
had all “made their pile,” as they said. 
They had all got their gold and were 
coming home, proposing to spend their 
latter days in ease. When all hope was 
over and the vessel about to sink, men 
took out their gold. One man, holding 
out his leather bag, cried: “Here, take 
it who will. It is no more use to me. 
Take it who will.” Others took out 
their gold dust and scattered it broad- 
cast over the cabin, crying, “The gold 
will do us no good.” What a comment 
that was on the truly valueless nature 
of riches when a man draws near eter- 
nity—From “100 Thrilling Tales,” by 
Hy Pickering. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Tingley, Iowa. 


Father’s Voice.—Fear thou not (Zeph. 
#16). In a sketch of his boyhood, the 
Rev. John McNeill tells the story of an 
experience with his father. I remember 
one Saturday night it was nearly mid- 
night when I started to tramp six or 
seven miles down through the lonely 
glens to get home. The road had a bad 
name. This particular night was very 
black, and two miles outside our little 
village the road gets blacker than ever. 
I was just entering the dark defile when, 
about a hundred yards ahead, in the 
densest of the darkness, there suddenly 
rang out a great, strong, cheery voice, 
“Is that you, Johnny?” It was my father, 
the bravest, strongest man I ever knew. 
Many a time since, when things have 
been getting black and gloomy about me, 
Ihave heard a voice greater than any 
earthly parent cry, “Fear not: for I am 
with thee.” And lo! God’s foot is rising 
and falling on the road before us as we 
tread the journey of life—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


Salvation Aboard a Transport.—The 
Lord thy God in the midst of thee is 
mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over 
thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he 
will joy over thee with singing (Zeph. 
%17). There were 7,000 marines and 
sailors sailing home through the blue 
Pacific, aboard the U.S.S. Wakefield. On 
a hatch at the stern were seven born- 
again Christians, including myself, lust- 
ily singing good old hymns and Gospel 
songs. Men swarmed around us until 
they heard our voices raised in praise 
fo our Saviour; then they scattered, 
Soffing as they left. But the Lord knew 
of one boy there who wanted this mes- 
sage. He came to us and asked for a 
match, We had no match, but each in 
tim spoke of the Light of the world who 
had brought each of us out of darkness 
into His marvelous light. After the 
: were given, we extended the 
invitation to this boy, and then we all 
prayed for him. God melted that boy’s 
heart, and he fell on my shoulder, shed- 
ding tears of repentance for his sin. Our 
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little meeting ended that night with not 

seven but eight fellows singing: 

“Thank You, Lord, for saving my soul; 
Thank You, Lord, for making me whole; 
Thank You, Lord, for giving to me 
Thy great salvation, so rich and free.” 

—From Charles Vogel, in Power. Sent 

by Linnie Brockmann, Gardiner, Oreg. 

Prize illustration. 


God’s Judgment —and Mercy.—I will 
make you a name and a praise among 
all people of the earth (Zeph. 3:20). Two 
rabbis observed a fox running on Mount 
Zion. Rabbi Joshua wept, but Rabbi 
Eliezer laughed. “Wherefore dost thou 
laugh?” said he who wept. “Nay, where- 
fore dost thou weep?” asked Eliezer. “I 
weep,” was the answer, “because I see 
what was written in the Lamentations 
fulfilled; because of Mount Zion which 
is desolate; the foxes walk upon it.” 
“And, therefore,” said Rabbi Eliezer, “I 
laugh: for when I see with mine own 
eyes that God has fulfilled His threat- 
ening to the very letter, I have thereby 
a pledge that not one of His promises has 
failed, for He is ever more ready to show 
mercy than judgment.”—From London 
Sunday School Times. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Zephaniah’s Message of God's Forgiveness 
(Zeph. 1:1; 2:3; 3:13ab, 16, 17) 

RITE the name of each Book of 

the prophets on a slip of paper. 
Distribute the slips to the pupils. Then 
have the slips placed in correct order 
on the table or flannel board, each pupil 
giving the name as he places the slip. 
Leave this index visible. Ask pupil A 
to find Habakkuk in his Bible. He will 
try to turn directly to the Prophets as 
explained last Sunday. Perhaps he 
opens to Ezekiel. Let the class advise 
him in which direction to turn now. The 
next place he has may be Joel. In which 
direction now will he look to find Ha- 
bakkuk? The next place may be Mat- 
thew. Now in which direction? He 
has Zephaniah. Next door to Habakkuk ! 
Five tries. Let pupil B try with his 
Bible. Remove the index and let others 
try. Never mind the speed; in this drill 
get pupils to think in which direction to 
look for the desired Book. 

Use the same picture of Jerusalem as 
for the Micah lessons, and review his 
prediction of the plowing of Jerusalem 
(Mic. 3:12). Why did God not do it 
then? (The king and people listened to 
God’s warnings, repented, and changed 
their ways.) But after that good King 
Hezekiah died, his son, Manasseh, was 
very bad and led his people into even 
more wickedness than before (2 Chron. 
33). He was punished and was sorry. 
But his son, Amon, was bad. Then a 
little boy became king— Josiah, only 
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eight years old. Of course he was too 
little to run the country then, but he 
listened. I am so glad he listened to the 
right people. He listened to the prophets 
who spoke for God. When he was six- 
teen he began to pray to God, and when 
he was twenty, he really did things for 
God and led his people right (2 Chron. 
34). 

To whom did he listen? Why, Habak- 
kuk. He probably learned the very same 
things from Habakkuk that you learned, 
What did you learn? (Review.) He 
listened to Zephaniah also. You can see 
that for yourself in the very first verse 
of Zephaniah. Zephaniah spoke some 
hard words from God: “I will wholly 
spoil your country, even Jerusalem, be- 
cause they have sinned against the Lord. 
The great day of the Lord is near, it is 
near, and is coming fast. That day is a 
day of wrath, a day of trouble.” Then 
came softer words, “Seek the Lord, all 
you meek of the earth who do right; 
seek righteousness, seek meekness, so 
you may be safe when the Lord’s anger 
comes.” 

Josiah said in his heart: “Yes, I will 
seek the Lord. I will do right. I will 
obey Him.” He made the people give 
up their idols. He had the Temple 
cleaned and fixed up. And they found 
their lost Bible! The king and all the 
people made new promises to follow the 
Lord and keep His commandments. 

Like the other prophets, Zephaniah 
told of a good, wonderful time to come 
—a day when the people would not do 
wrong or tell wrong stories, a day when 
God would not have to threaten the city 
to make the people behave, a time when 
He would live with them and save them. 
How God would love them then and sing 
a happy song. Let’s read together 
Zephaniah 3:17, 

The suggested Memory Verse is Psalm 
86:5, but I should like the pupils to 
learn something from Zephaniah, such as 
2:3a or 3:17ab. For the poster use gray 
paper for the wall of Jerusalem. Lighter 
shades might be used for the tops of flat- 
roofed and domed buildings showing 
above, against a blue sky. Against the 
wall place a small figure for Zephaniah, 
and, if you wish, a figure of a king for 
Josiah. Zephaniah 3:17ab might be writ- 
ten on the wall, and the prophet’s name 
placed at the top of the poster. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


OW we come today to a prophet 

whose father, grandfather, great- 
grandfather, and great-great-grandfather 
are all named. His name is Zephaniah, 
and he lived at the same time as Jere- 
miah. Just at the time, there was a 
small revival in Judah, but the people 
soon turned away from God again, and 
Zephaniah has the same story to tell as 
the other prophets we have studied — 
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Israel was surely to be punished for her 
sin. 

But he, too, tells of God’s love to His 

people, and His forgiveness, if only they 
would repent and confess their sin. He 
calls on all the people to seek the Lord, 
that they may be spared in the day of 
God’s wrath. 
_ Then he tells, as the others did, of 
the day of judgment, when God will 
judge the nations of the earth, and then 
set up His Kingdom at Jerusalem. He 
sings a wonderful song of Zion in those 
last days, after the Kingdom is set up 
with Christ as ruler. 

Every prophet we have studied has 
told the same message from God, first 
that the nation must be punished, and 
second, that God will still love them 
and that they will at last be brought 
back from their wanderings and made to 
live in peace and joy in their own land. 
Why do you suppose God has told them 
so many times and by so many men? 
It must be because He loves Israel so 
much. 

Sometimes a father does that with a 
naughty son. I have known a boy who 
was disobedient from the time he was in 
kindergarten. As he went on in school, 
he was always in trouble with his 
teachers. When he got to junior high 
school, he began to be in trouble out- 
side of school. All this time his father 
was patient and loving and yet firm with 
him, trying to teach him to do right. 

But he went into high school deter- 
mined to have his own way, and of 
course he didn’t get along any better 
there. Before he was through school, he 
ran away, and for a time his father and 
mother had no idea where he was. But 
they kept on loving him and praying for 
him. It was breaking their hearts. Then 
they heard from him. He was in jail, 
and he wrote that he was sorry for his 
sin, and if his father would only get 
him out he would go straight. 

So the father went to him, and by 
paying for the damage he had done, and 
paying his fine, he was able to take him 
home. For a while he behaved very 
well, and the father and mother began 
to feel almost easy in their minds about 
him. He went back and finished school, 
and wanted to go to college, so his father 
helped him get started in junior college. 
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Soon he began to be in trouble again 
and was expelled from the college. Stiy 
his parents loved him, and tried to get 
him to do right, but the next time he 
was arrested it was for a serious crime 
and he went to the penitentiary. 

The broken, grief-stricken father ang 
mother still loved him, and prayed un. 
ceasingly for him, and one day, like the 
prodigal son in the Bible, he began to 
think about his father’s house, and his 
mother’s love, and then he began to be 
ashamed of all his life. About that time 
God spoke to him and he accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour. Then 
he was changed, had a new heart, and 
when his sentence was over, and he went 
home, he was willing to do what his par- 
ents wanted, and what God wanted, too 
But it took terrible punishment to make 
him sorry for sin. 

Just so it was with the Jewish nation. 
God was a loving Father and had loved 
them and tried to teach them His ways, 
but they still went their own way, and 
over and over they sinned against Him, 
and did not repent. It took terrible 
judgment to make them sorry for their 
sin. They had to be carried away as 
captives and made slaves before they 
began to think how much God had done 
for them, and how wicked they had 
been. Some of them, then in a foreign 
land, began to pray and confess their sin, 
God brought some of them back to their 
land, and some remained faithful to Him. 
But we will find one more pjicphet 
speaking to them, after they were back 
in their land, and he is telling them 
again to repent, and get right with God, 

When the Lord Jesus Christ came, 
their Messiah, they rejected Him, and 
it was the Jewish leaders who cried out, 
“Crucify him, crucify him,” that awful 
day in Jerusalem. A few years after 
that, Roman armies destroyed Jerusa- 
lem, and there has been no Jewish nation 
from that day until just a few months 
ago. They are still being punished for 
their sin. 

Doesn't this make every one of us 
think of our own hearts, whether we 
are right with God. Only in the Lord 
Jesus Christ is there pardon and peace. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 459) 


1. (a) Coming judgments upon the land 
of Judah (chap. 1); (b) judgments upon 
the surrounding nations (chap. 2); (¢) 
special reproofs against Jerusalem 
(chap. 3:1-7); (d) recovery (chap. 3:8 
20). 

2. The destruction of Nineveh in 606 

B.C. (Zeph. 2: 13-15). 
- 3. He apparently acted in keeping with 
the exhortation of chapter 2:3, and de 
stroyed the false gods which Zephaniah 
denounced (chap. 1:4, 5. See 2 Kings 
23). 

4. (a) For unmistakable identity; () 
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##-was probably a notable line, which 
would command more attention; (c) 
some think that Hizkiah was King Heze- 
kiah. . 

5. See Proverbs 20:27; John 16:7, 8; 
Hebrews 4:12; Revelation 1:14. 

*g. Immediately to the Chaldean inva- 
sions of Judah; perhaps ultimately to 
“the day of the Lord” yet to come. 

7. (a) Men would be scorning the very 
idea of divine interference (Zeph. 1:12); 
(b) projects would be suddenly inter- 
rupted (1:13). 

8. It is looking beyond the temporal 
judgments to the glad restorations, when 
the sins have been taken away (3:9). 

9. Just as in human love, at times there 
is the deep complacency that can only 
be silent, while at other times the joy 
bursts into song. 

10. It looks as if it has begun. The 
most hated of all people will yet be a 
praise in the earth. 
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Children at Home 


The Old Miser 
Who Wouldn't Listen 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


“What shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world?” (Mark 8:36.) 


N OLD bachelor lived in a rural com- 

munity where there was a fine Sun- 
day school. But he took no interest in 
it, nor in anything else except his own 
bank account. He had a lot of money, 
but he never wanted to spend a single 
penny. He was so cross and disagree- 
able that he had no friends at all. Some 
of the people in the community became 
concerned about the old man’s soul. 
They started to pray for him, and then 
two ladies decided to call on him to give 
him a personal invitation to the Sunday 
school. They knocked on his door. He 
Opened it a crack and said very crossly, 
“What do you want?” 

One of the ladies said, “We came to 
invite you to the Sunday school. We 
have some very nice singing” — bang 
went the door in their faces. The ladies 
turned away discouraged. 

But after they were gone the old man 
thought about their invitation. If there 
Was anything he cared about besides 
money, it was music. So he said to him- 
self, “I do like music, but I certainly 
would not pay any money to hear it. 
However, I do not believe they charge 
admission to their Sunday school. Maybe 
Til go and listen to the singing. But 
T will not listen to anyone talk religion, 
amd I'll show them that I won't, too!” 

“The next Sunday, to everyone’s aston- 
ishment, the old miser stalked into the 
thurch. The ladies who had invited him 
Were much pleased. True, he looked as 
Sur as ever, but they thought, “The 
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Lord has brought him in answer to 
prayer. Perhaps He will speak to him 
through His Word.” . 

But as soon as the opening hymns were 
sung, the man settled down in his seat 
for a nap. When the Sunday school 
superintendent opened his Bible and 
stood up to read the lesson for the day, 
the miser not only closed his eyes, he 
put his fingers in his,ears! The ladies 
who had invited him were shocked at 
such a thing and wished he had not 
come after all. They knew that he was 
offering an insult to God Himself, though 
perhaps he did not realize it; and they 
thought, “God cannot speak to him if he 
will not listen.” 

But God had His eye on that man, and 
He was willing to give him one more 
chance. Suddenly a fly settled on his 
nose. Impatiently he shook his head, 
keeping his fingers still in his ears. The 
fly buzzed off a few inches and then 
came right back again. Angrily the 
miser took his fingers from his ears and 
made a grab for the fly—but missed. 
However, he had succeeded in scaring 
the fly away. He put his fingers back 
into his ears, but he was not at all asleep 
now. He was much too angry. At the 
very minute he took his fingers from his 
ears to grab for the fly, he heard the 
Sunday school superintendent say four 
words, “lose his own soul.” The miser 
decided that the superintendent must 
have been talking about him when he 
said “lose his own soul.” And the more 
he thought about those four words, the 
more angry he became, 

When the service was over, the old 
man stalked up to the superintendent 
and shook his fist in his face. “What do 
you mean by talking about me in your 
church?” he shouted. 

“What do you mean?” said the aston- 
ished superintendent. 

“Don’t try to lie out of it,” roared the 
angry man. “You thought I could not 
hear you, but I"heard exactly what you 
said. Just because I do not care to lis- 
ten to you, you said I was going to lose 
my soul!” 

“If you will tell me just what you 
think I said, perhaps I will understand 
what you are talking about,” said the 
Sunday school man, 

“You said I was going to lose my 
own soul,” snapped the old man, 

“Oh,” said the superintendent, “I think 
you myst have heard me quoting Mark 
8:36, our verse for today. Here it is in 
the Bible, ‘What shall it profit a man, if 
he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul?’ I quoted that verse sev- 
eral times, but I never mentioned your 
name once.” 

The bachelor turned without a word 
and strode out of the church, but that 
verse followed him. No matter what 
he was doing, he seemed to hear, “lose 
his own soul.” He could not remember 
the rest of the verse, but he knew it 
was about gaining the whole world. 
He knew he could never do that any- 
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way, but he became more and more con: 
cerned as the days went by lest he “loge 
his own soul.” 

The next Sunday the miser went to 
Sunday school again, but this time he 
did not put his fingers in his ears. In. 
stead, he listened to every word as if 
his life depended upon it. He heard of 
the love of the Lord Jesus who willingly 
went to the cross that his soul might be 
saved, That day the old bachelor ac. 
cepted Christ as his Saviour, and his 
whole life was changed. He was a miser 
no longer, for he gladly gave all he had 
to Christ. Instead of being known as 
the crossest man in the community, he 
became one of the best loved. 

FERNDALE, WASH, i 


Miss Gunderson, who writes a Sunday 
school lesson article each week iri the Truss, 
heard this story when she was a little gir} 
and believes that it really happened. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 11 


2. Let’s Keep Our Dating Christian! 
(Prov. 3:1-7; 1 Cor. 10:31) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
T IS well for us, as Christian young 
people, at the very beginning of this 
topic to understand that dating is not 
an end in itself, important though it may 
seem at the moment. Part of the nor- 
mal development of boys and girls into 
young men and young women is the 
desire for the companionship,of other 
young folks of the opposite sex. It is 
the most natural thing in the world for 
youth to be attracted to and to seek the 
companionship of other young people, 
and at length to date one particular 
young person of the opposite sex. Our 
topic, therefore, is not designed to con- 
demn dating, but to warn against the 
wrong kind of dating and to help young 
people see from God’s Word what prin- 
ciples should control our choice of 
friends and our conduct when with them. 
Me 
Doubtless at the outset. most young 
folks think little of courtship or mar- 
riage when planning their dates, but 
because dating eventually, and almost 
inevitably, leads to courtship and mar- 
riage, Christian young folks needs to 
seek God’s direction in this important 
stage of their development. If we are 
willing to endeavor to please Him in 
our friendships, we will save ourselves 
considerable difficulty and disappoint- 
ment—and possibly even heartache— 
later on. 
Yet it is right here that some young 
folks have difficulty. They have reached 
the stage in life when physically and 
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is not ing into our lives the pleasures and joys ‘ rp! 
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st the and later in dating, let us realize then never asks for food. My football too is just wonderful. 
he. that sincere followers of the Lord Jesus “We are so glad we came to know you through the 
y a Christ must not have any intimate Lord Jesus Christ who never stayed in the grave—which I 
A of friendship with those who do not love know for sure. 
than. and do not serve Him. This does not These children are representative of a great multitude 
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ot be discourteous to them, but it does home. Only your own love can interpret to their hearts the 
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nape second principle for Christian young 
im in Pefsons is that, even when in the com- 
ane pany of other Christians, we cannot be 
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@e the temples of the Holy Spirit (1 un pine - 
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bodies and minds that are pure and un- 
spoiled, not “damaged goods,” placed on 
the .reduced-price counter by the pet- 
ting and intimacies seen in the world all 
about us. If our dates are planned to 
provide some definite recreation, or oc- 
cupation, or sport of mutual interest, 
trouble can often be avoided. 

we , 

A‘third principle is to cultivate a vari- 
ety of Christian friendships. All too 
often young people plunge into keeping 
“steady company” with one particular 


Summer Bible School Course 
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going through this course will have a good theological 
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individual when, as a matter of fact, 
friendships with other young people 
should afford the opportunity of getting 
to know a number of young folks until 
the time comes when it is clear, from 
God’s own leading and from the response 
of one’s own heart, just which is the one 
who is to be our life partner. Until 
both are sure of God’s will for their 
lives, it is selfish and often cruel to 
occupy the time of any other person to 
a degree that in effect warns others to 
keep away. 
bd 

In other words, the Christian’s respon- 
sibility in the matter of friendships, and 
of dating, and of all his conduct is, in 
the words of our second Scripture por- 
tion, 1 Corinthians 10:31, a matter of 
doing whatever would be to the glory of 
God and would cast no reflection upon 
the name of Christ, either in the eyes 
of the world, or in the eyes of other 
Christians. If we will humbly and sin- 
cerely put Him first, He will lead us into 
the fullness of His blessing for us and 
for our friends, 


PHILADELPHIA, 
V4 


How We Finance Our 
Sunday School 


(Continued from page 457) 


lopes to meet their pledge to the church 
budget, the only exception being that 
the Sunday school envelopes are smaller 
in size. With these envelopes, which are 
numbered and dated, there is also a 
pledge card and an additional envelope 
in which the pupil can enclose an 
amount sufficient to meet the nominal 
cost of the envelopes for the year. Be- 
sides the pupil’s learning in this way to 
contribute regularly and systematically 
to the support of the school, and to make 
his giving a matter of plan and prayer, 
our experience has been that a larger 
income is derived than under the former 
method, because when pupils are absent 
they usually remember to bring their 
envelopes with the back offering on the 
next Sunday they attend. 

The individual envelope system is now 
being so widely used that the denomina- 
tional publishing houses now have, in 
addition to the single pocket envelope, 
both a duplex style, with two pockets 
(one marked “Current Expenses,” and 
the other, “Missions and Benevolences”), 
and also a tri-pocket envelope, the third 
pocket being printed for the use of any 
“Special Fund” the school may be rais- 
ing. In our school, however, we have 
found greater interest has been taken, 
and consequently more money raised for 
special needs by other methods, some- 
times more spectacular, than the use of 
the tri-pocket envelope. 

We have used effectively at Christmas, 
Easter, and Thanksgiving envelopes spe- 
cially designed, in which gifts may be 
placed after an appeal has been made 
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for some worthy cause not included jn 
our budget. 

Some of our Sunday school -classes 
have raised special funds by using the 
“Mile of Pennies” cardboard strip, about 


one foot long and holding 16 Pennies, : 


or 13 nickels, or 16 dimes; also the 
“Dollar in Dimes” which is a cardboard 
folder, both of which can be obtaineg 
through the various denominational pub. 
lishing houses. These folders have now 
become so popular that they are made 
to hold either 10 or 20 dimes and are 
specially printed for such specific ob. 
jects as “Memorial Windows,” “Organ 
Fund,” “Fuel Offering,” “Building Fund,” 
“Mortgage Fund,” and the like. 

In both the older and younger classes 
in our Sunday school, a glass “Birthday 
Bank” has always been popular. The 
children who wish to remember their 
own birthdays on the Sunday nearest 
that important event drop in a penny 
for each year, while the members of the 
class count. In the older classes, par- 
ticularly among the ladies, they handle 
the matter of years by just dropping in 
a folded bill. Generally this birthday 
money is used to purchase flowers or 
fruit for members of the class who may 
be ill, 

One of the most effective ways of 
raising our school’s apportionment of the 
church repair fund was to have wooden 
banks made of our church building in 
miniature and furnished to each mem- 
ber, which served as a constant reminder 
of our church and its needs. 


CHARLESTON, S. C. 
wy 


What Jewish Tribes Are Now 


in Palestine? 
(Continued from second page) 


jamin continued in the Land, there were 
many others from many of the other 
tribes ‘living in Jerusalem and who were 
also among those who were exiled in the 
days of Titus. It can therefore be said 
that-today the Jews represent, more or 
less, the entire Israel of the past, and we 
will not be able to pick out any tribe 
until God unites Judah and Israel into 
one nation.” 

As THE SunpAY ScHoot Times said in 
its “Notes on Open Letters,” January 28, 
the modern nation of Israel was estab- 
lished in Palestine on May 14, 1948, by 
the Jewish National Council meeting in 
the Tel Aviv Museum of Art. Many in- 
teresting and up-to-date facts are found 
in a booklet entitled “Israel After Two 
Years,” issued April 23, 1950, by the 
American Zionist Council, 342 Madison 
Ave., New York 17. The booklet de- 
clares, “The State of Israel becomes two 
years old on this Fifth of Iyar, 5710 — 
April 23, 1950.” Other significant state- 
ments are the following: 

“Ruling now over large areas not in- 
cluded in the area assigned to it by par- 
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Lesson for June 11 


fition, Israel has an Arab minority of 
180,000. . . . Of the more than 180 
agricultural settlements founded since 
the establishment of the State (an aver- 
of about eight a month), a particu- 
larly large number are in Galilee and 
the Negev. . . . A geo-botanical research 
sation, newly established in Beersheba, 
experiments with trees, plants, and crops, 
to determine which are most suitable 
for the Négev. . . . The universal con- 
gription bill passed in September, 1948, 
imposes military training of various 
jengths upon all men between 18 and 49 
and all unmarried women between 18 
and 34. A service bill, passed in Feb- 
wary, 1950, provides for the drafting of 
men and women for a year of agricul- 
tural and military training and a year 
of specialized vocational training. ... 
In this present school year 100,000 Jew- 
ish children and 15,000 Arab children — 
boys and girls alike—are enrolled in 
school. . . . The arrival on November 
%, 1949, of 660 immigrants from Tripoli 
brought the Jewish population of Israel 
to one million. Most months bring more 
newcomers — 20,000 to 30,000—than all 
but a few of the twenty-eight year of 
the Mandatory period. .. . During 1949, 
%50 new industrial enterprises were es- 
tablished and 200 others are now being 
established. . . . As matters now stand, 
half of Israel’s exports—largely citrus 
fruit—go to the United Kingdom, but 
Israel has by now signed trade agree- 
ments with the Netherlands, Hungary, 
Poland, Finland, Uruguay, Yogoslavia, 
Denmark, France, Czechoslovakia.” 

The conclusion of the booklet is strik- 
ing: 

“There is no truer expression of the 
marvel of Jewish history today than the 
noble ritual that takes place on the air- 
field at Aden every time a planeload of 
Yemenite Jews leaves for Israel. As 
the passengers go into the modern Amer- 
iean planes and the pilot prepares to 
take off, the Shofar — ancient ceremonial 
horn of the Jewish people —is solemnly 
blown. For the airfield at Aden is the 
threshold of Redemption.” 


Why Do We Need Revival ? 


(Continued from second page) 


of seven years, and some say that they 
§0 in cycles of ten years! Revivals go 
in cycles of need — when God’s people 
are awakened to a sense of their back- 
sliding and call out for deliverance, But 
ifonly we’ began afresh with Him every 
Morning, and kept short accounts with 
there would be no such accumula- 
tion of sin, no such clogging of the 
channel, 
Tused to live in Glasgow, on the River 
In the old days the River Clyde 
Was not much to boast of, and ships of 
ay size certainly could not come up any 
than the great open firth. But 


the Men of Glasgow determined that 
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their city would be a seaport, and that 
they would build great sea vessels on 
the banks of Clyde and send them out 
to the seven seas. They began to dredge. 
They dredged, and deposited the sedi- 
ment on the banks. After a while they 
had no more room for silt on the banks 
of Clyde, so they built scows that would 
take it right out to the ocean and dump 
it there. They kept dredging and dredg- 
ing, and dredging, until they had made 
a channel right up to the Broomielaw 
in Glasgow. So they brought the ships 
from sea to Glasgow and sent ships 
from the Glasgow docks to the ends 
of the earth, and they built great ves- 
sels on these banks of Clyde and 
sent them out on their great mis- 
sions. Now suppose, after all that, that 
the men of Glasgow had quit and put 
their dredges on the scrap heap and 
broken up their scows for fire wood. 
What do you think would have happened 
in a very short time? These ocean ves- 
sels would have stuck halfway up the 
river and then quarterway up the river. 
There would have been no great com- 
merce on the bosom of the river, no 
wealth coming into the city and none 
going out. Then they would have had 
to build new dredges and scows and have 
a revival! What a tragedy! 


And yet, that is the picture of so many 
of us Christians! We are dredged out, 
the channel is open, the commerce of 
God is upon the bosom of our lives. 
Then we grow negligent through our 
want of love for the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the silt of sin begins to pile up in these 
lives, and the commerce of God in our 
lives comes to a halt. Then we need 
revival. Oh, shame! But what did the 
Glasgow men do? They decided that 
they would keep their dredges going all 
the time and keep their scows going all 
the time. I do not think you will ever 
sail up the Clyde without seeing, some- 
where along that channel, the great 
dredges dumping silt into these scows 
and the scows being towed out to the sea. 
They are doing it all the time. It is 
a constant cleansing. And that is what 
it ought to be in our lives. If we are 
yielded to Him and our hearts are fixed 
upon Him and our ‘love centered upon 
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@ To help a boy or girl chart 
a happy and successful life; 


@, To help bring peace of mind 
toa dear one sorely troubled; 


@. To delight the soul of one 
who loves the Bible but has 
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Him, if we come to Him morning by 
morning, evening by evening, in season 
and out of season, the Holy Spirit wij 
keep cleansing and sanctifying these 
lives of ours, and the commerce of Gog 
will never cease from the bosom of our 
sanctified and empowered lives. 

Do I want a revival? Yes, I want 
revival. I want a revival that will purge 
my soul to the very depths, that wil) 
cleanse and quicken our church to the 
last member, that will arouse the 
churches of the living God throughout 
this land, that will stir the nation to a 
new and profound conviction of God, 
that will give an impetus to world mis- 
sions not known since Pentecost. I want 
a revival that will hasten “the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Say- 
iour Jesus Christ.” And oh! to be kept 
“at boiling point in the spirit,” till He 
come ! 


vg 


Children’s Day 
In Your Sunday School 


HILDREN’S DAY in the Sunday 

school is one of those special occa- 
sions when it is not always easy to find 
material for a program that will suit 
the occasion. Mary Brainerd Smith has 
prepared a new Children’s Day Service, 
entitled, “God’s Overflowing Measures.” 
It includes responsive readings, using 
many Scripture verses; recitations for 
various departments; and new hymn 
lyrics, set to the tunes of familiar hymns 
and Gospel songs, so that training the 
school to sing new hymn tunes will be 
unnecessary. 

This special Children’s Day Service is 
now available in leaflet form, convenient 
for the use of the entire school. Copies 
may be had at 25 cents a dozen or $2 a 
hundred. Just address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
1950 Children’s Day Service. 


wg 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 5 to 11 


Mon.—Zephaniah 1:1-5, 12-18; 2:3. 
The Lord’s Day of Wrath. 
Prayer Succestions: “The great day of 
the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth 
greatly.” “The wicked are reserved for 
the day of destruction: they shall be 
brought forth to the day of wrath” (Job 
21:39). God’s prisoners will be safely 
kept until they must come forth to judg- 
ment. If people only realized the fact 
that God has appointed a day for deal- 
ing with all the wicked of the earth 
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there would be a world-wide awakening. 
Pray that preachers may reason with 
sinners of “righteousness, temperance, 
and judgment to come.” 


Tues.—Zephaniah 3:9-20. 
Restoration for Israel. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “I will make you 
a name and a praise among all people 
of the earth, when I turn back your 
captivity.” The restoration of Israel 
from the lands into which God scat- 
tered them has its beginnings before 
our very eyes. God is beginning to 
Settle them upon their old estates. The 
Jewish people, like olive trees, are put- 
ting forth leaves and branches again. 
“All Israel shall be saved: as it is writ- 
ten” (see Rom. 11:25-28.) Pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem. 


Wed.—Jeremiah 3:19-22 
A Call to Repentance. 
Prayer Succestions: “Return, ye back- 
slidding children, and I will heal your 
backslidings.” God observes the first 
tokens of repentance. A sinner’s lament 
is music in the ears of God. Remem- 
brance of God’s goodness under afflic- 


_ tions leads many to repentance. Think- 


of our ways aids repentance. Many 
who have already sinned need 
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to. repent and be purged from old sins 
(see 2 Cor. 12:21; Rev. 2:4, 5, 14-16, 20- 
22). Pray that we may have a great 
turning to God in our nation. 


Thurs.—Ezekiel 18:19-24. 
God Wants Us To Turn to Him. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Have I any 
pleasure at all that the wicked should 
die?” Salvation of sinners is God’s great 
quest; for this He gave His only begot- 
ten Son, the ministry of His Spirit, the 
encouragements of His promises, and 
made it available to all on the basis of 
grace and the exercise of faith, Man 
can have no greater errand than publish- 
ing the good news of salvation. Pray 
that there shall be a new and greater 
appreciation of God’s desire for the sal- 
vation of souls. 


Fri.—Daniel 9:1-8, 15-19. 
A Prayer of Repentance. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I .. . made my 
confession.” Repentance is indicated in a 
prayer of confession, offered humbly and 
in faith. Such words as “sinned,” “com- 
mitted iniquity,” “done wickedly,” “re- 
belled,” “departing from thy precepts 
and . . . thy judgments” indicate deep 
serious reflection. The true penitent ad- 
mits also God’s righteousness in all judg- 
ments — while pleading for mercy and 
forgiveness. Have you made your con- 
fession? Has God heard your prayer 
of repentance? Pray earnestly for city 
Gospel missions throughout our land. 
They have great work to do for God 
these days. 


Sat.—Joel 2:1-3, 12-14. 
“Abundant in Lovingkindness.” 
PraYER Succestions: “Turn unto the 
Lord your God: for he is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness.” Repentance in man, and his 
turning to God from sin, would be im- 
possible apart from the loving-kindness 
of God. Man’s salvation and all its 
blessings are made available only in 
Christ. There is salvation in none other, 
All are saved the same way, by grace 
through faith. By the grace of the Lord 
Jesus the worst of sinners may be saved by 
calling upon the name of the Lord (Rom, 
10:13). Pray for all child evangelism 
classes throughout the nation, 


Sun.—Isaiah 55:1-7. 
“Seek Ye the Lord.” 


PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found.” We are born 
with our backs toward God. And as 
soon as we come to the use of our 
wills, we turn to our own ways and 
away from God. Calls to turn to God 
come to us in many ways. Different 
“preachers” call upon us to turn to God 
from sin. Gospel preachers, illness, af- 
fliction, and the grim reaper, Death, warn 
«us to flee from the wrath to come. Flee 
to Christ the Rock of Ages. While the 
Lord may be found, seek Him with all 
your heart. Pray for Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, 153 Institute Pl., Chicago 10, 
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Soul Saving Simplified 
By Rev. Earl J. Edwards, M.A., M.Th. 
(Evangelist and Bible Teacher) 


“Your course is very good.”— Dr. Charles E. 
Fuller, noted entitle preacher, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Complete in 12 easy lessons. Free Folder. 
PILGRIM PUBLISHERS, 136 Snell Isle Blvd., St. Petersbarg, Fla. 
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When answering advertisements, please men- 
tien The Sunday School Times as reference. 








Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


Summer camp time is here. A child 
must memorize 300 verses from God’s 
Word to earn a week at camp. Each 
camper costs $10, and we expect 3,000 
in attendance this year. Pray with us 
for the needed $30,000. Write for 


“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 
























AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


HARVEST of immortal souls 
annually rewards our mis- 
sion to rural American youth, 
During the last 28 years, 
we organized 


In a single year, 170 Union 
missionaries traveled 

million miles, with over 
13 professed conver- 
sions, Write for copy of our 
illustrated field ‘ine, 


Pa. 
The NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 


SUMMER SCHOOL 











May 22 to June 30 


ist Term—IJuly 3 to July 21 
2nd Term—July 24 to August 11 
Accredited Liberal Arts and Theological subjects in- 
cluding Freshman Greek and English, Advanced 
Philosophy, Semitics, etc 
Write for information 
The NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
340 West 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
Free from entangling alliances with modernism 








NIGERIA 
Marian Lovise Klippert, 
Moody '47 


~E T- | Felt oz 


ANGLO-EGYPTIAN SUDAN 
Herbert Edward Major, 
Moody '40 


FRENCH WEST AFRICA 
Marjorie Lund Ganoe, 
Moody '44 


These four missionaries are typical of the more 
than 224 serving ender the Sudan Interior Mission 


64 years of Training Missionaries 
Through the years both denominational and 
independent mission boards have looked to 
this Bible training school for a large per- 
centage of their missionaries. Of those serv- 
ing in Africa under the Sudan Interior Mission 30 per cent received training at Moody, 
according to J. O. Percy, U.S.A. secretary. Other well-known faith boards, like the 
China Inland Mission, the Evangelical Alliance Mission and the Africa Inland Mission, 
also report large numbers of missionaries who have received preparation here. These 
are only a few of the 172 mission boards in 89 countries that are served by Moody-trained 
men and women. Altogether there are more than 2,000 on the field who received instruc- 
tion at MBI—evidence of God’s blessing on the school founded 64 years ago by D. L. 
Moody to train workers for Christ. 
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“REDEEMING THE TIME” 
Send for attractive booklet giving the full story of 
Moody and missions. Address Advertising, 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Dr. William Culbertson, President Dept. S 802 
820 N. Loa Salle Street © Chicago 10, Illinois 
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